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factories, fought in the firing-line, joined guerrilla detachments
and derailed enemy trains.
To-day they are again in the vanguard as active helpers of
their husbands, sons, and brothers, in the war for the defence
of the motherland.
KLAVDIA NIKOLEYEVA, a leading Woman Trade
Unionist and Secretary of the Soviet Central
Council of Trade Unions, 1941.
0 son of mine, forgive these tears,
The tears that from my heart are wrung!
E'en birch-trees for their reft boughs weep,
The wild beasts for their young.
And, dearest, how should I not weep ?
Nor dolorous grief o'er me prevail?
Where strength and calm endurance draw
To choke ... a mother's wail ?
In offering to our native land
We needs must of our own will part
With what is lovelier than life,
E'en though it break our heart.
And so I freely offer thee
To deadly battle with the foe.
Though dearer to me than my life. . . .
Farewell!   God with thee!   Go!1
GRINEVSKAYA.
Trade unions must first of all strive to achieve the fulfilment
of industrial tasks, and above all to popularise widely the most
advanced technique so as to bring it within the knowledge of the
broadest sections of the people.
They must give every possible support and assistance to workers
who put forward inventions or proposals for rationalisation, and
to all those who strive to raise the productivity of labour and the
quality and economy of production.
1 Written during the last war (1914-1918).